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P a r e n t s  D e s e r ve  S u c c e s s  —  Fa l l  Ne w s l e t t e r
D e a r  P a r e n t s  a n d  S u p p o r t e r s ,

B e f o r e  a ny t h i n g  e l s e ,  I  w a n t  t o  e x p r e s s  my  d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e

m a ny  r e s o u r c e s  Ne w  Je r s e y  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t o  f a m i l i e s  l i k e  m i n e  o ve r

t h e  ye a r s .  P r o g r a m s  l i k e  C C A P  ( C h i l d  C a r e  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m )  h a ve

m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p a r e n t s  t o  wo r k ,  s t u d y,  a n d

s u p p o r t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  k n o w i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  s a f e  a n d  c a r e d  f o r.

P e r s o n a l l y,  I  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a ny  g r a t e f u l  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  C C A P — a n d  i t

m a d e  a  wo r l d  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .  I t  g a ve  m e  p e a c e  o f  m i n d  a n d  t h e

f r e e d o m  t o  p u r s u e  wo r k  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s t a n t  wo r r y  o f

c h i l d c a r e  c o s t s .  Un f o r t u n a t e l y,  l i k e  m a ny  o t h e r s ,  I  e ve n t u a l l y  l o s t

c o ve r a g e  d u e  t o  c h a n g e s  i n  e l i g i b i l i t y  o r  f u n d i n g .

T h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  w h a t  i n s p i r e d  m e  t o  s t a r t  P a r e n t s  D e s e r ve  S u c c e s s

— t o  h e l p  f i l l  t h e  g a p  f o r  f a m i l i e s  w h o  n o  l o n g e r  q u a l i f y  f o r

a s s i s t a n c e ,  b u t  s t i l l  ve r y  m u c h  n e e d  i t ,  a n d  t o  c o l l e c t  d a t a  t h a t

i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  l e a d  s o m e  f a m i l i e s  t o  b e  l e f t  w i t h o u t

a s s i s t a n c e .

He a t h e r  Wi l l i a m s

D i r e c t o r,  P a r e n t s  D e s e r ve  S u c c e s s

https://www.parentsdeservesuccess.com/
https://www.parentsdeservesuccess.com/


I n  Ju l y  2 0 2 5 ,  Ne w  J e r s e y  s t o p p e d  a c c e p t i n g

n e w  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  i t s  C h i l d  C a r e  A s s i s t a n c e

P r o g r a m  ( C C A P ),  d u e  t o  l i m i t e d  f u n d i n g .  C h i l d

C a r e  I n  Ne w  J e r s e y

T h e  s t a t e ’s  b u d g e t  f a i l e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a n

a d d i t i o n a l  $ 3 0  m i l l i o n  n e e d e d  t o  k e e p  C C A P

o p e n  t o  n e w  f a m i l i e s ;  w i t h o u t  t h a t ,  m a ny

wo r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  n o w  f a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r a c k s .

A d v o c a t e s  f o r  C h i l d r e n  o f  Ne w  J e r s e y

W h a t  t h i s  m e a n s :  e v e n  f a m i l i e s  w h o  j u s t  m i s s

s u b s i d y  e l i g i b i l i t y  m a y  n o w  l o s e  a c c e s s  t o

a f f o r d a b l e  c h i l d c a r e ,  m a k i n g  i t  m u c h  h a r d e r

f o r  p a r e n t s  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  wo r k f o r c e  o r  p u r s u e

a d v a n c e m e n t .
A t  P a r e n t s  D e s e r v e  S u c c e s s ,  w e  s e e  t h i s  f u n d i n g  c l i f f  a s  a

c a l l  t o  a c t i o n .  T h a t ’s  w hy  o u r  m i s s i o n — t o  c o v e r  c h i l d c a r e

c o s t s  f o r  f a m i l i e s  i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  s u b s i d i e s — i s  m o r e  u r g e n t

t h a n  e v e r.

A Growing Crisis 

New Jersey’s Childcare Funding Cuts

https://www.childcarenj.gov/parents/ccap
https://www.childcarenj.gov/parents/ccap
https://acnj.org/alert-state-budget-shortfall-cuts-child-care-access/


A Vision from Afar: New
Mexico’s Universal Childcare

W h i l e  N J  i s  c u t t i n g  b a c k ,  Ne w  Me x i c o  i s  m a k i n g  a  b o l d  l e a p

f o r w a r d :

S t a r t i n g  No ve m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  Ne w  Me x i c o  w i l l  b e c o m e  t h e  f i r s t

U. S .  s t a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  n o - c o s t ,  u n i ve r s a l  c h i l d c a r e t o  a l l

f a m i l i e s — r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i n c o m e .  G o ve r n o r  L u j a n  G r i s h a m

T h e  s t a t e  w i l l  r e m o ve  i n c o m e  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  w a i ve

c o p a y m e n t s ,  a n d  r e i m b u r s e  p r o v i d e r s  d i r e c t l y.  U n i v e r s a l

C h i l d  C a r e

Fa m i l i e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  s a ve  a r o u n d  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0  p e r  c h i l d

a n n u a l l y  o n  a ve r a g e .  

To  s u p p o r t  t h e  s y s t e m ,  Ne w  Me x i c o  i s  a l s o  i nve s t i n g  i n :

A  $ 1 2 . 7  m i l l i o n  l o w- i n t e r e s t  l o a n  f u n d  t o  b u i l d  o r

e x p a n d  c h i l d c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  ( w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g

r e q u e s t e d  i n  f u t u r e  ye a r s)  Ne w  Me x i c o  S u n

I n c e n t i ve s  f o r  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  p a y  e n t r y- l e ve l  s t a f f  a t

l e a s t  $ 1 8 / h o u r  a n d  m a i n t a i n  1 0 - h o u r,  5 - d a y  s c h e d u l e s  

A  c a m p a i g n  t o  r e c r u i t  m o r e  l i c e n s e d  h o m e - b a s e d

p r o v i d e r s  a n d  i n c r e a s e  s u p p l y,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  i n f a n t s ,

t o d d l e r s ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  

Ne w  Me x i c o ’s  m o ve  i s  a t t r a c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  n a t i o nw i d e  a s  a

p o t e n t i a l  m o d e l  f o r  h o w  s t a t e s  c a n  t r e a t  c h i l d c a r e  a s  a

p u b l i c  g o o d ,  n o t  a  p r i v i l e g e .

https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2025/09/08/new-mexico-is-first-state-in-nation-to-offer-universal-child-care/
https://www.nmececd.org/universal/
https://www.nmececd.org/universal/
https://www.nmececd.org/universal/
https://newmexicosun.com/stories/675250709-new-mexico-launches-first-in-nation-universal-no-cost-child-care-program


We Need You: Take the Childcare
Survey 

T h e y  s h a p e  t h e  c a s e  we  m a k e  t o  f u n d e r s ,

p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s .

S u r ve y  l i n k :

h t t p s : // w w w. s u r ve y m o n k e y. c o m /r/ N 5 X L C H

X

T h e  s u r ve y  i s  s h o r t ,  a n o ny m o u s ,  a n d  w i l l

h e l p  u s  u n d e r s t a n d :

W h a t  c h i l d c a r e  o p t i o n s  yo u  c u r r e n t l y

u s e  (o r  n e e d )

T h e  b i g g e s t  c h a l l e n g e s  yo u  f a c e  (c o s t ,

a v a i l a b i l i t y,  q u a l i t y,  e t c .)

Ho w  o f t e n  yo u  wo r r y  a b o u t  c h i l d c a r e

d i s r u p t i o n s

Id e a s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  yo u  h a ve  f o r

i m p r o ve m e n t

Your experiences matter

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N5XLCHX
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N5XLCHX


We Want to Hear your
Stories 

Parents Deserve Success would like to
feature your family

 Each month on our website, we feature a
Camden County family in our Parent Spotlight

series, sharing stories of how childcare
challenges have impacted their careers,

education, or family decisions.
Please reach out to Heather Williams at

parentsdeservesuccess@gmail.com

Heather Williams


